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C OMMOM:

1 West Biddle Street

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

1 West Biddle Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Baltimore

STATE g COUNTY:

CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
STATUS
(Check One) PMNERSHIP Y TO THE PUBLIC
[] District K:] Building X Public Public Acquisition: [ Occupied Yeos:
] Site [J Structure [0 Private _D In Process [ Unoccupied O] Restricted
[] Object [0 Beth [ Being Considered (] Preserverion work [ Unrestricted
. in progress [ Ne

PRESENT USE (Check One or More aa Appropriate)

O Agricu!!urnl‘ [ Government [ Park [ Transportation [J Comments
[ Commercial [ Industrial X] Private Residence (] Other (Specity)
[] Educational O Military ] Religious

[C] Entertainment [0 Museum [ Scientific

Samuel Shapiro and wife

STREET AND NUMBER:

3817 Menlo Drive

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

Bal timore -

Records Office, Room 601

STREET AND NUMBER:

B

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

TITLE OF SURVEY

City of Baltimore Neighborhood Survey

DATE OF SURVEY: 1975 g Federal [J State [ County [3 Local

DEFPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Commission for Hist, and Arch, Pres,

STREET AND NUMBER:

Room 900, 26 S, Calvert Street

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

Baltimore Maryland 21202

Ps =709



(Check Ones)
CONDITION [} Excellent K] Good O Fair [C] Detericrated [ Ruins [0 ‘Unexposed
({Check One) (Check One)
X1 Atisrd O Unaitered [J Moved [ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 4D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This building is a rowhouse on the corner of the block, It is h%
stories high and varies in number of bays from floor to floor., The
roof is a high-pitched gable intersected by the same, the end of
which faces Biddle Street.

The foundation and facade walls are stone, The building appears to have
been modified in a way to utilize the basement level as a commercial
establishment with its own entrance, For the purposes of this descrip-
tion that level will be referred to as the first story. It is punctu-
ated by an arched door without a transom., This door is to the extreme
right side of the building, A plate glass store window occupies the
remainder of this first story facade and has a brick lintel and £ill,

The second story has been modified to accomodate a large plate glass
window which spans nearly the entire facade, It also has a lintel and
sill of brick, The third story features an oriel window, with three
flat double hung windows with 1/1 lights, Originally composed in wood,
the oriel is now sheathed in aluminum siding,

The fourth story is punctuated by three symmetrically arranged, double
hung windows with 1/1 lights with stone sills and lintels, The half
story features a full arched windowof 18/1 lights which is deeply
recessed into the stone facade and is faced with a bowed stone lintel.
Two very narrow single paned windows flank the full arched window.
Stone cornices, bargeboards, and stubby chimney accentuatuate the
angular lines of the roof gables,
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[] Pre-Columbian [J 16th Century [J 18th Century [C] 20th Century
[ 15th Century [ 17th Century [X] 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal [ Education ] Political [] Urban Planning
[ Prehistoric [ Engineering [J Religion/Phi- [ Other (Specity)
] Historic O Industry losophy

[ Agriculture [l Invention [C] Science

1 Architecture [ Landscope [ Sculpture

O Are Architecture [ Secial/Human-

[[J Commerce O Literature itarian

[[J Communications [ Military [ Theater

[ Censervation [ Music (] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Biddle Street

This group of rowhouses, dating from 1883, alludes to the application
of Richardsonian Romanesque to domestic architecture, particularly in
the use of a rough stone surface material and the decreasing size

of the lights used in the upper story windows., Uncharacteristic

of the Richardsonian Romanesque are the oriel windows projecting

from a few of the second story facades. These appear to be a concession
to the popularity of this window type during the period as a means

of allowing more light and space to an urban architecture responding

to an increasingly dense population, The roof dormers, being hipped,
are more characteristic of the style, though not in the strictest sense|
The end gables refer to the Richardsonian mode only by the recessed
treatment of the windows and otherwise seem to be a stylistic device
to undermine complete uniformity of rooflines and to create beginning,
middle, and end reference points in the visual experience of this
block. Possibly these gables alsc refer, in this once middle class
setting, to the earlier hierarchical organization of blocks which

were characterized by the more distinguished homes of the wealthy at
either end of the block, In this way the designer of this block

could have been making a reference to those older blocks and may

have been commenting on the contemporaneous dispersion of increasingly
economically homogenous neighborhoods throughout the city. The fully
arched door and window apertures introcduce a welcome visual rhythm to
the block while making a visual reference and cogplement to the then
new Lovely Lane Methodist Church of 1883, The insistent repitition of
form is reflective of an increasingly familiar standardization
characteristic of this period as well as being bound to the expression
of regularity found in the grid street system, which had grown to
accomodate the expanding industrial city, A unique feature of this row
of homes is the use of dark stone for the steps, rather than the use
of the white marble characteristic of most of the houses through this
date, Significantly, then, this row contains imitative architectural
features characteristic of its age and carries associations identifia-
ble with the expansion of corporate enterprise within the city,
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OGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROFPERTY

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE CO
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
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LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
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sy -] L L] o ) -
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o ]

Seconds
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

iAcreage Justification:

| 17121/2x88¢

MAME AND TITLE:

Frank Knox, Planning Assistant

ORGANIZATION

Commission for Hist, and Arch. Pres,

DATE

10/7/75

STREET AND NUMBER:

Room 900, 26 S, Calvert Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Baltimore

STATE

Maryland

21204

.: z'. » : 3 i
—~—gtate Liaison Officer Review:

(Office Use Only)

National Local

O State [

O

Significance of this property is:

Signature

33§

SNOILONAYLSNI

J

-4‘-%\



i, g i

bo @M A" Cans D Vew L4t Buib et
Lalh ’J"& TawyD Fam @ 0 c bH Y The

B-1¢52

483

* LT - S | =M < . S o
llJ T le 17 @ ed ] ‘_ : == N @ l"'
> ] 28 i :
g uszozrz'zza'zazszsw Dl /22 RN
2 g
q 30 gl
ot
- 2N oWl
: - | S 3 ]
T2 Alley = = 3 12
o 75 . P i SR ._Vl'?-__x_
oy 18 4l ¥
L ot ¢ 83l . |, hE
b = i %
505 Fla
¢ q e §F n@Xe 33 _f_-%;g-
3 10 [ a T Bfloz
1 I% 16 - }@‘ 4 EH
0 St 0
Z 35 Qg w
P i J
das ol
j Bl ez Be it o
10 30/3 3 wile &
N 32 3 - “\’
é F ?@**92 I
a1, i O
< 0 i ﬁg i
E 2 150 = 2
W. CHASE : ST
\ ’ , so5
cervorsacrmone |
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
N i BUREAU OF PLAMNS & SURVEYS
. "N 0T|_C_f._ IF FHOFERTT LOCATION DIVISION
inaceo o MOOREHEND! st AL e 2 iwaro |1 secTion 2
FCLo Ut =R 2T 3LE e, DF Ja, 23 TR 1
LETIERED lvdbﬁ-ﬂ‘\’pw’a;{: . IT 15 Cresels Bad N AvS DiETs 1‘ ‘BLOCK 4 9 5
3 Flrn SAUPETT AN 5T R A Dot e o, e GOIET ae Oty
P . Rl e o T e S T T .-




B-1653
1 W. Biddle Street

Block 0495, Lot 027

Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.
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